curative medicine, to improve education in preventive medicine, to decide how far medical and ancillary staff could now be trained to an appropriate standard within the country, and to advise what proportion of available finance should be devoted to each activity of the health services.
This report is a model of clear expression, factual information, detailed recommendations, readability and accurate and attractive production. It will be studied profitably not only in countries with similar problems, or worse, but also wherever there is undue complacency in regard to health services or medical education.
G E W WOLSTENHOLME
Ruptures of the Lumbar Intervertebral Disc by R Eustace Semmes MD pp xi+80 illustrated $6 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1964 There can be very few surgeons who have had as much experience of intervertebral disc lesions as Professor Eustace Semmes, of the University of Tennessee College of Medicine in Memphis. His department has dealt with over 6,000 cases by a standardized technique, and half of these have been followed up by questionnaire. Only half of the returns have been tabulated as yet, but this yields information on 1,500 cases which must be one of the largest series ever recorded and studied in this way. Professor Semmes has summarized this experience in a short monograph of 74 pages, 19 of which are taken up with good illustrations. It can thus be read in a couple of hours.
And it can be read with interest and profit by anyone who has much to do with these lesions. Professor Semmes wastes little time over diagnosis, and he thinks myelography is unnecessary in the vast majority of cases. He prefers local to general anesthesia, and he strips the muscle from only one side of the vertebral column. The lesion is exposed by excising the ligamentum flavum after removal of the margin of the upper lamina. After removing the obvious loose fragments, he exenterates the interior with a curette rather than rongeurs, 4nd this he does vigorously enough to remove the cartilaginous end-plates. About 20o% of his patients have had lesions of both 4th and 5th discs, and he thinks exploration of both spaces should be made in every case. The patients are allowed out of bed on the second postoperative day, are walking on the third and fourth day, and leave hospital on the seventh day.
Although some may regard the information obtained from questionnaires with suspicion, the intervertebral disc operation is usually done for a subjective affection, sciatic pain, and it is easy enough for the patient to say whether or not his pain has been relieved, and to what extent. Ninetyseven per cent professed benefit from the opera-tion, although only 540% had complete relief of back and leg pain. Seventy-two per cent returned to the kind of work they were doing before the operation. A second operation was necessary in 91 (of 1,453) cases, and 38 true recurrences were found (although on p 65 it appears that these were the total recurrences in the entire series of 6,000 cases). These figures are roughly comparable to other published series and may be of considerable value in medico-legal assessments.
Professor Semmes is convinced that surgery is good treatment for intervertebral disc lesions, and he has presented his evidence in a forthright manner. In the next edition, he might say more about the 'failed disc' syndrome; a statement on p 70 that 'relief can be obtained by rhizotomy or chordotomy' makes the problem sound a little too easy.
JOE PENNYBACKER
Pediatric Therapy edited by Harry C Shirkey BS(Pharm) MD FAAP pp 1144 illustrated 123s 6d Saint Louis: C VMosby 1964 London: Henry Kimnpton It is appropriate that the editor of a book on pediatric therapy should be a pharmacist as well as an experienced paediatrician. Dr Shirkey is singularly well equipped for the task since he has maintained an active interest in pharmacy and pharmacology and is Chairman of the Pediatric Panel of the United States Pharmacopeia. It is apparent that he has put into the task of editing this book the energy and enthusiasm for which he is well known. The result is a remarkably uniform volume, considering there are 72 contributors.
The book is large and handsome but it might be more useful if it were smaller. A book on therapy should be small enough for the doctor's bag but this one is made for his library. Is it necessary in a book on therapy to devote space to diagnosis? Correct diagnosis precedes treatment but a book on therapy should make this assumption; otherwise where is the line to be drawn between it and a complete textbook? Illustrations make reading more attractive but many of those which relate to diagnosis only could be omitted. An illustration of clubbed hands and feet seems unnecessary in a book on therapy. The layout is attractive but is extravagant in space. The same nomogram for estimating surface area appears three times and occupies 23 pages.
There is a useful and detailed table of dosages printed on coloured paper for easy reference. The drugs are grouped according to function but it would be easier to find one quickly if they were given in alphabetical order.
This book deserves a long life but it should be made smaller if its life is to be more active.
